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Signed Number Arithmetic:

Applicable Course:
PreAlgebra

Materials Needed:
Number line 

2 rabbits (one facing left and one facing right)

Make copies of the number line and rabbits and rules so every student has one.  It is best to copy the material onto cardstock.  They should have their bunnies cut out and ready to go with their number line and rules laid out on their desks.

Using the rules of arithmetic, have your students complete the worksheet below or any problems you wish for them to complete.  With much practice, the rules will become second hand to them and they will recognize the patterns for integer arithmetic

Rules of Arithmetic With Integers

1.  The rabbit always begins at 0 and facing right (positive direction)

2. If it sees a positive number, the rabbit hops forward (in the direction it is facing)

3. If it sees a negative number, the rabbit hops backwards

4. If it sees an addition sign, it continues to read the next number

5. If it sees a subtraction sign, it turns around and faces the other direction and then continues to read the next number

Worksheet




Name_______________________________
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Rules of Arithmetic With Integers





The rabbit always begins at 0 and facing right (positive direction)


If it sees a positive number, the rabbit hops forward (in the direction it is facing)


If it sees a negative number, the rabbit hops backwards


If it sees an addition sign, it continues to read the next number


If it sees a subtraction sign, it turns around and faces the other direction and then continues to read the next number.
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